
November is National American Indian Heritage Month, honoring American Indians and  
Alaska Natives.  The Society of American Indian Government Employees has selected  
“Standing Together” as the 2017 theme.  

At the turn of the century, efforts began to implement a day of recognition for Native Americans’ 
contributions to America.  Dr. Arthur C. Parker, a Seneca Indian was one of the early champions of 
an American Indian Day.  In the early 1900s, he persuaded the Boy Scouts of America to set aside 
a day to honor the first Americans.  In 1914, Red Fox James, a Blackfoot Indian, rode on horse-
back from state to state, seeking support for a day to honor American Indians.  

On December 14, 1915, he presented the endorsements of 24 state governments to the White 
House.  Despite his efforts, there is no record of a national day being proclaimed.  Also in 1915, the 
Congress of the American Indian Association approved a formal plan to celebrate American Indian 
Day.  Reverend Sherman Coolidge, an Arapaho tribal member, asked the country to formally set 
aside a day of recognition. 

In 1924, Congress enacted the Indian Citizenship Act, but took no action to establish a National 
American Indian Day. 

In 1990, a joint resolution was approved designating November as “National American Indian 
Heritage Month.” 

Since 1994, similar proclamations have been issued, under variants on the name to include “Native 
American Heritage Month” and “National American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month.” 

Currently, there are 567 federally recognized American Indian and Alaska Native tribes and more 
than 100 state-recognized tribes across the United States.  Each have their own distinctive history, 
beliefs, governance structure and culture. 

Sovereignty is the right of a nation or group of people to be self-governing and is the most  
fundamental concept that defines the relationship between the United States government and 
American Indian tribal governments.  American Indians and Alaska Natives are U.S. citizens and 
citizens of their tribes. They are subject to federal laws, but they are not always subject to  
state laws. 

The Department of Defense along with the rest of our nation, celebrate the first people to live on 
the land we all value.  American Indians and Alaska Natives have bravely defended and shaped our 
country’s character and our cultural heritage.

American Indian and Alaskan Native patriots continue to build legacies of freedom and diversity.
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